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SUSE® Linux Enterprise 
Server: The Perfect Guest for 
VMware* vSphere Deployments
Virtualization offers dramatic benefits for your  
x86-based server infrastructure: reduced costs,  
simplified disaster recovery and much more. When 
you choose VMware* vSphere as your hypervisor and 
SUSE® Linux Enterprise Server as the guest operating  
system to run your applications, you are working 
with two vendors determined to give you the best 
support and performance, and the lowest price.
Optimize Your Infrastructure  
with Virtualization
Virtualizing your applications results in 
many exciting advantages to your business, 
including:

 Lower costs. Consolidating multiple 
appli cations onto a single server can 
reduce the cost of maintaining your  
infrastructure. 

 Increased business agility. Virtualizing 
your applications allows you to easily 
provision new application environments. 

 Increased server utilization. Using  
virtualization to deploy multiple applica-
tions on a single server can greatly boost 
server utilization, which reduces server 
and maintenance costs. 

 Reduced power consumption. With 
virtualization and server consolidation,  
you can reduce heating and cooling  
requirements and lower your power bills. 

Virtualize Your Environment  
with SUSE and VMware
SUSE and VMware work closely together to 
add support for the VMware Virtual Machine 
Interface (VMI) in SUSE Linux Enterprise 
Server. VMI is an open specification, created 
by VMware, that defines the communication  
between a guest operating system and the 
hypervisor on which it runs. VMI enables  
direct communication between the Linux 
kernel and the hypervisor, maximizing system  
performance and making SUSE Linux  
Enterprise Server a more efficient guest  
operating system when running on VMI-
compliant hypervisors, such as VMware vSphere. 

SUSE Linux Enterprise Server, as a guest 
on vSphere, gives you increased performance,  
improved behavior of time-critical workloads 
and better interoperability. A recent  
NetworkWorld laboratory test confirms that 
SUSE Linux Enterprise Server with VMI 
provides better CPU performance than 
Windows* Server 2008 on vSphere. 
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Virtualize your environment with 
SUSE and VMware, and get one of 
the best performing combinations 
of guest operating system and 
hypervisor in the industry. 

__________

†  www.networkworld.com/
reviews/2008/090108-test- 
virtualization.html?page=3 

†



SUSE Linux Enterprise Server  
from SUSE
SUSE Linux Enterprise Server has become 
synonymous with reliability, interoperability 
and superior engineering. It has emerged 
as a leader in enterprise-wide computing, 
offering a robust and manageable platform 
for edge computing, enterprise databases 
and mission-critical business applications. 
The same operating system that confidently 
runs your workloads in traditional physical 
deployments has also been optimized to run  
them in virtualized deployments. Our exten-
sive collaboration with VMware makes SUSE 
Linux Enterprise Server your best choice for 
running virtual workloads on vSphere.  

SUSE Linux Enterprise Server allows you 
to run unlimited virtual machines, all for the 
price of a single operating system subscrip-
tion. Some vendors give you unlimited virtual  
machines only with their highest priced 
 operating system subscription and only if 
you run on one of their integrated hypervi-
sors. Don’t let other vendors charge you 
extra or limit your virtualization options; 
maximize your hardware usage and run  
as many virtual guests as you choose.

VMware vSphere 
vSphere  is the most frequently used 
hypervisor. It is a robust, production-proven 
hypervisor that installs directly on server 
hardware or “bare metal.”

With vSphere, a broad spectrum of 
applications, such as databases, ERP and 
CRM, can be virtualized. It supports 64-bit 
guest operating systems, and more than 
250 software vendors support their appli-
ca tions running on vSphere virtual 
machines. vSphere is optimized, rigor-
ously tested, and certified across almost all 
IT-used servers, storage, guest operating 
systems and software applications. It has 
been certified with industry-leading rack, 
tower and blade servers from Dell, Fujitsu 
Siemens, HP, IBM, NEC, Sun and Unisys.

Support from SUSE and VMware
SUSE and VMware have signed a coopera -
tive support agreement that enables SUSE
to provide enhanced support for customers 
running SUSE Linux Enterprise Server as a 
guest on VMware vSphere. 

The SUSE and VMware support agreement  
utilizes TSANet (www.tsanet.com) guidelines,  
guaranteeing you excellent and timely sup-
port. As part of the companies’ association  
with TSANet, they both belong to the Mission  
Critical and Linux TSANet communities, 
which provide customers with 24x7x365 
global support. 

Get What You Need
Virtualizing your environment with SUSE
and VMware gives you the highest-quality  
support and best-performing combination  
of guest OS and hypervisor in the industry.

 www.suse.com
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For the price of a single operating system subscription, you can run an 
unlimited number of virtual machines with SUSE Linux Enterprise Server 

as the guest operating system. This means that on a single physical 
server you can run as many vSphere virtual machines as is practical,   

with SUSE Linux Enterprise Server as the guest operating system  
hosting applications—all for the price of a single subscription.


